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Back in 2016, we began our 
relationship together as priest and 
parish, and we got off to a 
royally good start. Once I learned 
y'all's names, and once y'all learned 
who "y'all" was, we got to work, and 
we got to work in a big way. Seemed 
like each month brought new 
excitement, new challenges, and new 
people. At one point, our 
concerned Godly Play director came 
to me with the best problem I've ever 
had: We didn't have enough small 
chairs for the number of kids in our 
Sunday School classes!  
 
By February of 2020, St. Thomas' 
had grown in so many ways, and our 
momentum was a powerful thing to 
behold. We regularly saw over 80 
people pack out our pews every 
Sunday, our pledges came in at 
astonishing levels, and just about all 
of us watched with wonder, awe, and 
glee as we came into our own.  
 
And then the pandemic hit, and it hit 
in ways most of us couldn't make 
sense of. It hit hard and hit way too 
close to home, and St. Thomas' 
turned that momentum and energy 
we'd been fostering for years and 
focused it on keeping our church 
going even as the lights turned off.  
 
And then the pandemic hit me, and it 
hit in a way none of us could've 
anticipated, again. And when I 
stepped back to heal, St. Thomas' 
stepped up. You stepped up and you 
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kept this place going through one of 
the greatest periods of uncertainty 
this parish has ever seen. You 
stepped up, and you worked 
yourselves to the bone, and you 
endured for months without knowing 
what was coming next.  
 
When I finally got cleared to return 
to work, I knew I needed to come 
back in a way that gave me space to 
keep healing. I needed to come back 
into this beautiful community that 
y'all kept so vibrant, and when I 
came back, I needed to see your 
faces and be sure of your love and, 
more than anything, reestablish my 
connection to God in this place.  
 
But you know what I didn't do? 
Until just recently, in a conversation 
with the Wardens and the Vestry, I 
didn't see just how hard we've been 
driving this church. Not just this 
year, not just during the pandemic, 
but since I arrived, this whole church 
has been working extremely hard 
nearly non-stop for seven years.  
 
That number caught my eye, seven. 
It's a big one for Christians, from the 
weekly Sabbath to the Jubilee cycle, 
seven is an indication of 
completeness, and it's tied to 
creation, renewal, and rest. And that 
got me thinking. This is our seventh 
year together, St. Thomas'. Maybe 
it's a good chance for us to take 
some Sabbath time, maybe a whole 
year, give or take, of Sabbath.  
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Sabbath isn't a time just to chill. It's not a time to 
sleep in on Sundays or put everything on hold. No, 
Sabbath is a time set aside for God, for the work 
God has given us to do. Sabbath is a time to 
recenter our spiritual selves so that we can 
encounter the world with our foundations solid and 
our souls rebuilt, week after week, season after 
season, year after year.  
 
So, as we end this Liturgical Year and begin a new 
one, we're going to enter a time of Sabbath. I'm 
going to be honest with y'all, I don't fully know 
what that means just yet, but I'm encouraging all of 
us to listen to what our minds, our hearts, and our 
souls are telling us. If you're anything like me, then 
we're probably all more tired than we're ready to 
admit. And I don't mean tired in the sense of 
needing a nap. I mean spiritually tired. Our 
extreme ups and the world-upending pandemic 
downs and all the other stuff we've been through - 
and keep on going through - they have taken our 
energies, and it's time for us to breathe.  
 
Along with all this, there's been lots of talk about 
when I'm going on sabbatical. I'm looking at the 
Summer of 2024. I didn't come to this decision 
lightly, but I have tried to come to it prayerfully 
and lovingly. St. Thomas' needs its priest, and its 
priest needs St. Thomas'. We all need this 
foundation rebuilt, and I'm deeply excited about 
the prospect of all of us laying that foundation 
together. I'll do a little more to facilitate your 
Sabbath Year now, and in turn, when the Summer 
of 2024 rolls around, St. Thomas' can facilitate a 
Sabbath for me. And we'll all emerge at the end of 
that season with our hearts and souls stronger and 
more faithful than ever.  
 
In the meantime, I'd like to invite all of you into 
your own Sabbath Year with St. Thomas'. Yes, 
there is still work that needs doing. We'll keep at 
those things. But we can use this time to sort out 
what needs doing now and what still needs doing 
but can wait for us to catch our breath.  
 
The Strategic Planning process we've started has 
highlighted a few things we really need to focus 
on, primarily the condition of the church building, 
a general decline in Sunday morning attendance, 
and a longing for a stronger, more visible presence 
in the community. Some of these are unique to St. 

Thomas', some are typical outcomes of a world 
changed by Covid. But even if our symptoms 
are common, how we respond to them doesn't 
have to be. We have the opportunity to respond 
with extraordinary faith, and to do that, we're 
going to need to do some work of our own. But 
we need to do that work while giving our sapped 
volunteers and our spiritually tired souls room to 
recover. With these priorities in place, we're 
putting the Strategic Planning process on hold 
for the time being. That work isn't ended, 
though. It is changed.  
 
We're looking at a handful of very pressing 
building issues in the coming year. Yes, there's 
other work needs doing, but we're focusing in on 
the most pressing items now. Yes, the Vestry 
will still meet. We're going to spend some time 
at each meeting thinking about our most 
pressing issues, namely getting our spiritual 
foundation solid and our church family rebuilt. 
Yes, the commissions and guilds still have work 
to do. But those extra things we've been driving 
so hard for can be set aside for the moment 
while we lean into our sacred Sabbath. 
 
St. Thomas', I am hopeful. I am hopeful that our 
pews will fill back up. I am hopeful that our 
Sunday School classes will get boisterous and 
full again. I am hopeful that our buildings will 
be a source of pride again. And in that essential 
work, with that core focus, I am hopeful that we 
will emerge from our Sabbath Year with 
renewed energy, certainty in this place, and 
spirits solidly grounded in faith.  
 
That's rebuilding our foundation. That's our Year 
of Sabbath. 

--Fr. Brooks + 
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Hamilton Crop Walk Update  

as of October 26th  
 

Many heartfelt thanks to all those who donated 
and/or helped fundraise for the recent Crop Walk. 
My heartfelt thanks to Burt Marshall, who wrote a 
check for $2,000 to CWS/Crop on 
Tuesday, October 18th.  He put us very close to 
our goal and a handful of never-say-die friends 
sent us sailing over the finish line.    
 

As of October 25th, at least 106 people (those in 
our congregation and those whom we asked to 
donate) have amassed $14,271 for the struggle 
against hunger in America and abroad. Debbie 
White, the Hamilton Crop Walk Treasurer, tells 
me more than $18,000 has been raised in the 
community. A quarter of this will come back to 
our local food cupboards. 
 

I want to give a big shout out for the fundraising 
efforts of Jana Laxa, Susan Beattie, Maureen Fox, 
and Deb Barker who collectively helped me 
approached a very large number of people.   
 

For those interested in the friendly competition 
between teams, the St Thomas' Highroad Walkers 
currently ranks 9th in the country, but many Crop 
Walks are yet to finish. We won't know the true 

scene until later in the year. Great job people 
—Emily Hutton-Hughes, Team Captain 

Communion Policy Change 
 

Good news! We are almost returning to normal 
for how we distribute communion!  
 
Beginning October 30th, we'll distribute 
communion at the altar rail. Fr. Brooks will 
distribute the bread, and a Lay Eucharistic 
Minister will hold the chalice. We're not 
drinking from the chalice yet, but you 
can intinct (dip) if you'd like. Please use hand 
sanitizer either in your pew or at the station set 
up at the base of the chancel steps prior to 
receiving communion and again after you 
receive.  

    --Fr. Brooks  

Special Collection to Help Local 
Families this Thanksgiving: 

 

The Catholic Church has been running the 
Thanksgiving Food donation program for years, 
but due to a variety of circumstances that is not 
happening this year. We are currently trying to 
marshal the energies of the other churches via 
Outreach connections. 
 

The most effective way to help is to give 
directly to the Hamilton Food Cupboard. This 
Sunday, 11/6, we will put out a special 
collection box for monetary donations for 
turkey purchases by the Food Cupboard. 
Suzanne Collins estimates that the Cupboard will 
need another 20-25 turkeys and maybe 10 or so 
of the turkey breasts to fulfill the needs of 
struggling families this Thanksgiving. Putting 
this in dollar amounts, they are seeking to raise 
$720 within the Hamilton Community. There is 
also a need for gravy, stuffing, cranberry 
sauce, pie crusts, mashed potatoes, and 
canned corn. These can be left at St Thomas’ or 
taken directly to the Cupboard. Thank you so 
much for helping out!           —Emily Hutton-Hughes 

What Is Sabbath? 
 

With all this talk about Sabbath, it might be a 
good idea to talk about what exactly Sabbath is! 
Other than "on the seventh day, God rested," 
what does Sabbath mean to practitioners of the 
Judeo-Christian tradition? Each month, we'll 
highlight another book that reveals aspects of 
our faith, spirituality, and resting in God. Feel 
free to read each on your own time and, as the 
Prayer Book says, "read, mark, learn, and 
inwardly digest!"  
 
Going Home: An Invitation to Jubilee by Frank 
Griswold 
The former Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal 
Church (1998 - 2006) introduces the ancient 
concept of Sabbath and applies it to our modern 
lives. Quoting the Collect from the Good 
Friday service, he reminds us that, in God, 
"things which were cast down are raised up, 
and things which had grown old are made 
new."  

    --Fr. Brooks  

Wednesday Night Prayer Vigil 
Update 

 
The Wednesday night prayer vigil will come to 
an end in November. After years of praying for 
the needs of those affected by the pandemic, 
and more broadly, the needs of the world, we're 
inviting everyone to pray these prayers in their 
own time.     --Fr. Brooks  
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Nave Gazing 
 
The center of our worship service, structurally 
speaking, isn't quite as clear as it is in some 
denominations. Some churches, when you walk in, 
there's an enormous altar with ornate spires and all 
sorts of lamps and candles and shiny things 
hanging nearby. If there's a pulpit, it's teensy and 
shoved way off to one side, out of sight and 
(almost) out of mind. In other churches, you'll see 
a teeny, tiny table where Communion happens 
from time to time, but the real focus is a ship's 
prow pulpit jutting into the waves of congregants 
in the front row. When the differences are that 
stark, it's easy to tell what kind of church you're in 
right away. Big altars emphasize Communion; big 
pulpits emphasize scripture and preaching.  
 
So which does St. Thomas' emphasize? Well, I'm 
glad you asked. In typical Anglican fashion, we 
emphasize both. Walk in, and you'll see a beautiful 
altar framed by Upjohn's architectural details. But 
you'll also clearly see the pulpit, perched in clear 
view, and from some seats, more prominently 
featured than the altar. We like our both-ands in 
The Episcopal Church.  
 
We emphasize both the "Liturgy of the Word" and 
the "Liturgy of the Table" equally. The reminders 
of scripture, the enlivening of the word through 
preaching, the recitation of tradition in the creeds, 
and the empowering comfort of communion come 
together to provide us with a unifying whole, 
maintaining dual foci of the importance of the past 
and the urgency of the present. 
 
Fun fact: if you ever see a large piece of wood 
hovering over the preacher's head in the pulpit, 
that's called a "sounding board." (Yup, that's where 
that comes from!) It was used as a low-tech 
precursor to microphones and speakers, projecting 
the preacher's voice forward and amplifying the 
sound. In some cases, the sounding board evolved 
into a more ornate embellishment. Sounding 
boards, like all things churchy, range from very 
simple to extremely ornate, and they almost 
always look like someone has lifted the lid off the 
pulpit. Not a bad idea to communicate!  

 
--Fr. Brooks+ 

Large Sounding Board at Semarang, Indonesia  

Pulpit at Lancaster, PA's Trinity Lutheran  
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Calling All Acolytes, 
Past, Present, and Future! 

 
Want to help put on services, get the best seat in 
the house every week, learn the ins-and-outs of 
liturgy, wear fashionable robes, and carry a super 
cool cross? Contact Fr. Brooks or Deb Barker to 
get trained up and ready to go!   

    --Fr. Brooks  

Godly Play & Nursery Volunteers 
 
With Abby in the Nursery and Zja'Kyla in Godly 
Play, we are well on our way to getting our Youth 
Program back up to speed! Volunteers are still 
needed, one adult in each classroom, every 
Sunday. Please contact Leah in the Church Office 
if you can lend your time.  

    --Fr. Brooks  

Safe Church Training 
 
Many positions in the church, paid and volunteer, 
require our denominational Safe Church 
certification. Thankfully, in recent years the 
diocese has added an online course to get certified! 
If you are a volunteer and would like to sign up for 
these free courses online, please contact Leah in 
the Church Office. If you aren't sure if you need to 
be certified, just ask!  
 
FYI - In-person courses are still available, but they 
typically require travel and a significant weekend's 
time commitment.   

    --Fr. Brooks  

Lay Eucharistic Minister 
Certification 

 
Ever wanted to help out at the altar rail but were 
afraid to ask? Worried you might spill the wine or 
forget your line or choose a white over a red? 
Never fear! We're looking for new folks to help 
distribute communion on Sunday mornings, and 
we'd love to get y'all trained up. Contact Fr. 
Brooks for more information.   

    --Fr. Brooks  

Interfaith Holiday Project 
 
Hello all, I'm reaching out to you all on behalf of 
the Interfaith Holiday Project. Since 1982, your 
generous support has made it possible for the 
Interfaith Holiday Project to annually support 
more than 110 families and resident homes, and 
has given hundreds of children a special holiday.  
 
This year, we anticipate the number of needy 
families to increase significantly. Our goal 
remains the same: to help as many families as we 
can have a happy holiday season through gifts of 
new clothes, shoes, boots, hats, mittens, toys, and 
food baskets for a holiday meal and staples to go 
beyond.  
 
We're asking specifically for donations of 
toiletries (soap, deodorant, lip balm, toothbrushes, 
etc). We are also looking for Lego donations. Last 
year, this was the most asked for toy, and we'd 
love to give as many Lego sets as we can.  
 
You can also make a monetary donation. All 
donations can be sent to Interfaith Holiday 
Project, P. O. Box 134, Hamilton, NY 13346. All 
donations are tax deductible. Your contribution 
makes it possible for this work to continue, and 
because we are all volunteers, every penny goes 
directly to the families in need.  
 
Please let me know if you are interested in 
helping our local community this holiday season. 
I know it's early but we'd like to get a head start 
so we can collect as many donations as 
possible this year. We’ll need all the donations by 
Saturday, December 10, 2022. I'm happy to 
collect all the items and store them until 
distribution.  
 
Feel free to contact me with any questions. 
Thanks so much! 
 

—Lauren Marshall 
Web and Marketing Specialist 

315-228-6960 
www.colgatebookstore.com 

http://www.colgatebookstore.com/
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Sermon for the Seventeenth 
Sunday after Pentecost: 

Lamentations 
October 2, 2022 

 
 The Summer before I entered seminary, a 
strange thing happened. I was sitting around with 
some folks I knew and loved, and one of them 
asked a question. You know what, that doesn’t 
really set the scene quite right. I was sitting around 
with some folks I knew and loved, and one of 
them produced a newspaper clipping he’d been 
holding onto for six months. He handed me the 
paper — six columns wide and a third of a 
newsprint page high — and he asked me to read it. 
When I was done, he looked at me knowingly? 
Accusingly? He looked at me and said, “what do 
you think about that?” The article in question was 
a write up on faith leaders that experience doubt. I 
have no idea why the author went that route or 
what it had to do with this guy’s local paper. For 
whatever reason, the article started off with the 
premise that doubt is a thing that happens, and 
sometimes *gasp* sometimes doubt is a thing that 
happens to the folks in the pulpit. 
 They interviewed a bunch of different 
Christian leaders and included quotes. The Baptist 
said she had her periods of doubt but she never 
told anyone for fear that it would send the wrong 
message. The Non-denominational preacher said 
he stopped believing altogether years ago, but he 
kept going because he worried if he told his 
congregation the truth, it would wreck them and 
cause a spiral of contagious doubt and disaffection. 
One preacher didn’t include their name and 
wouldn’t say what denomination they came from 
but did admit that the only reason they kept at it 
was health insurance. And finally, they got to the 
Episcopal priest. She shocked the interviewer and 
my friend, apparently, by saying that doubt was a 
normal part of the cycle of being a person of faith. 
“Of course I doubt,” she said, “I wouldn’t be 
taking all this on faith if I was certain.” I loved that 
take. And I was kinda proud that it was the 
Episcopalian that owned up to the depth of one of 
our real challenges in church life. My friend, 
though, the one that handed me the newspaper 
clipping and said, “what do you think about that?” 
he was appalled. The entire article rubbed him the 

wrong way. How could a faith leader ever doubt? 
He just couldn’t get there. 
 You may have noticed something a little 
unusual when we were doing our readings. 
Typically, we read something from the Hebrew 
Scriptures, then we read a psalm, then some New 
Testament stuff and a Gospel passage. But this 
morning we did a reading from Lamentations and 
then another reading from Lamentations. Now 
before anyone reports me to the liturgical 
authorities, the Lectionary does make room for 
this, I just jumped on the chance. Lamentations 
only shows up in our readings on three days in our 
three year cycle, and I really wanted to get some 
Lamentationing in while the getting was good. 
See, Lamentations is one of my favorite books of 
the Bible. It’s tragic and beautiful and 
heartbreaking and, above all else, faithful. 
 A little backstory: Lamentations was 
written after the Babylonians conquered Israel. 
They’d come in and leveled everything. The 
Temple in Jerusalem — the place you’d go to 
connect with God — the Temple was stripped bare 
and then burned to nothing. The invaders executed 
top tier politicians, academics, and artists. Then 
they stole away the vast majority of people, 
especially anyone that had even a shade of 
influence. And what was left behind was a broken 
land populated by a tiny remnant of broken people. 
Lamentations is the words of a handful of those 
broken people. A strongman who was bested in 
battle and sees the destruction as his fault for not 
being strong enough. A mother who saw her child 
killed and weeps over the sweet memories buried 
in ash and cruelty. A man who wanders the city 
with a thousand-yard stare and a single, impossible 
question: “why?” All this sounds like perfectly 
understandable human responses to unthinkable 
tragedy. So what does this have to do with faith? 
Scholars believe that Lamentations is more than 
just a collection of heartbreaking stories from the 
aftermath. Instead, Lamentations is a sort of liturgy 
making space for intense grief. 
 Imagine: half a dozen despairing people, 
the din of destruction echoing in the distance, 
smoke still twisting from dying coals where your 
landmarks used to be, the conquering army gone 
and with them all you treasure, and you find 
yourself walking aimlessly through the charred 
remains of your beloved hometown only to look up 
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and realize your mind may have been wandering 
but your feet stumbled their way to the one place 
you know you will be held safe, the Temple. 
Only the Temple is gone and now you and that 
half a dozen haggard souls stand where the 
Holiest of Holies once stood. You are 
dumbstruck by loss and can’t believe what you 
see and can’t believe what you can’t see any 
longer. And then one of you speaks up, the first 
words a squeak, a clearing of the throat to get the 
ash of beloved places out to make space for 
words you all feel but need to be said. “I 
couldn’t do it.” “I wasn’t strong enough.” “I 
should’ve been there.” “Who would do 
something like this?” “What just happened to 
us?” You each speak in turn, no set prayer book 
guiding your impromptu service but a clear 
liturgy emerging. We each speak the grief we 
feel, deep and real and consuming. It’s awful but 
it’s the reality of who and where we are right 
now. And then one of you says the thing 
everyone feels and no one wants to say. “How 
could God let this happen?” The last verse of 
Lamentations prays that impossible question. 
“Restore us, O Lord, unless you have utterly 
rejected us.” What a desolate thought to be 
rejected by God, and also, what an 
understandable thought. But this translation isn’t 
quite right. Most English translations use a 
version of what I just said, something along the 
lines of “God has rejected us,” presumably 
because we did something not all that great. But 
the original Hebrew is very different, and 
honestly, I don’t understand why we didn’t keep 
it. Instead of suggesting that the people did 
something wrong and God has rejected them, the 
original Hebrew says something more like, 
“Restore us, O Lord, if you even exist.” 
 Y’all. From the remnant of the people 
standing in incomprehensible desolation, how 
much more human and how much more real can 
it get? Lamentations is a whole book of people 
saying, “What just happened” and then it ends 
with a plea to a god they aren’t even sure is there 
anymore, if that God was ever there in the first 
place. And, many years later, when it came time 
to decide which books would make the cut to be 
included in the collection of Hebrew scriptures, 
someone in their wisdom decided to include this. 
And many more years later, when it came time to 
decide which books would be included in 

Christian scripture, we kept it. There’s hope in 
Lamentations, that second passage we just saw is 
full of hope, but the book ends abruptly in the 
depth of real pain. And you know what? That’s 
faithful and appropriate and real. How bizarre 
would it be to slap on a smile and yell “Thanks be 
to God” from the ashes of that sacred remnant. To 
gather as the people of God and say what is true, 
that is faith. “If you’re even out there, God, how 
dare you? 
 When my friend handed me that 
newspaper clipping, I loved it. I mean, the whole 

situation was weird, but I loved the response from 
the Episcopal priest. Doubt is a real and normal 
thing, and we keep on trying to be faithful as the 

cycle cycles on. Cussing at the heavens is as 
faithful as any other thing we do when we engage 
with God because we’re still engaging with God. 

But my friend didn’t understand that. He couldn’t 
get there. He’d been raised in a way that made no 
space for doubt. Doubt was a thing to be avoided, 

evidence that your faith wasn’t strong enough or 
deep enough or sincere enough. And what a 
shame. I can’t imagine how lonely he must feel 

when he finds himself in a place of desolation, 
abandoned by the people he loves, doubting that 
God loves him or exists at all, and then, on top of 

all that, feeling like a bad Christian because an 
inkling of doubt crept in. I think he needed more 
Lamentations in his life. Actually, I think we all 

do. I think we all need more Lamentations in our 
lives. That’s why I jumped at the chance to read it 
twice in the same morning. I know it’s a short 
book, and I know it’s not terribly fun as far as 

Biblical readings go, but I also know that 
Lamentations packs one of the single most 
important lessons in all of scripture in its short 

lines. That, no matter how we feel or what we’ve 
been through, we can and probably should live 
into it honestly and name it to God. And your 

tone with God doesn’t matter. God can handle it. 
No matter what it is, even our doubt. God is out 
there, and God can handle it. 

  
--The Rev. Brooks Cato 
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St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church 
Vestry Minutes 

August 28, 2022 
 
Present: Debbie Barker, John Bowen, Brooks 
Cato (presiding), Hannah McClennen, Valerie 
Morkevicius, John Orr, Anne Perring, Dan Schult 
Absent: Susan Beattie, Jana Laxa, Erin Loranty, 
Heidi Riley, Deany Wood 
 
Call to Order 
The meeting began at 11:57 p.m. in the parish 
hall, following the morning service and the parish 
picnic.  Debbie Barker led the opening prayer.   
 
Clerk’s Report 
The minutes of the July 27th meeting were 
approved as submitted.   
 
Treasurer’s Report 
John Bowen provided the following report: 
There have been no major changes in the church 
finances. Pledge income continues to lag at 78% 
of year-to-date budget, not unusual for this time 
of year. Pledges usually pick up in the Fall. We 
expect this to be the case this year despite the 
challenges of the past year. Church investment 
accounts help steady and even improved a bit 
through the month of July.  
The audit was completed and is being presented to 
the Vestry. No issues were uncovered. The 
recommendation from the last outside audit that 
bookkeeping be unified under a single platform 
has been achieved. 
The Treasurer’s Report was received as 
submitted.   
 
Rector’s Report 
Brooks Cato stated that he is feeling well, being 
two months back into the job.  He is now back to 
a full 40 hours of work/week and is comfortable 
with his schedule.  He and Leah have been 
working on a “purge” of the parish hall and the 
church building (without touching the music areas 
or the robes) to get rid of unnecessary items.  
Whereas previously there had been an ongoing 
conversation concerning the need for more 
storage areas, some space has been opened up for 
the future.  Brooks is also working with the 
wardens to get ready for the Annual Meeting, in 
advance, so that this can take place as soon as he 

returns from his trip to Iceland.       
 
Wardens’ Report 
Hannah McClennen spoke about the efforts that 
had gone into filling the upcoming new vestry 
slate, adding that things now looked good, with 
the exception of one position which was currently 
under consideration by one person.  Debbie Barker 
announced that Godly Play is looking for 
volunteer help.  Anyone who is interested should 
get in touch with Debbie or Kat Catania. 
 
Old Business 
• Buildings:  Brooks Cato reported that almost 

all of the windows had now been fixed in the 
parish hall.  The lights will be installed there, 
and in the church, as soon as they arrive.  
(Supply chain issues are slowing down the 
process.)  There is some work that has to be 
done on the west and south entrances and 
quotes are being gathered.  Work must also be 
done to repair the crack in the ceiling rectory 
kitchen, as well as to repair the back stairs to 
the rectory.  On a different note, he brought up 
the issue of the memorial garden, some issues 
of which are overseen only by Ed Page.  
Together with the Buildings subcommittee, 
Brooks thought that it would be a good idea if 
a few other persons could form a group to 
shadow Ed.  Brooks spoke of other churches 
that form a kind of guild who, together, 
perform these services, thereby sharing in the 
duties that Ed alone has been shouldering.  
The vestry agreed that this would be a good 
idea and encouraged Brooks to see about next 
steps in moving ahead with a process to put 
something in place.  Both Hannah McClennen 
and Jim Ford have joined the Buildings 
Commission.      

• Strategic Plan:  John Orr reported that he 
hoped to convene the committee in the early 
part of September so that they could report to 
Brooks when he returned from his travels mid-
month. 

• Signs:  Brooks Cato announced that signs are 
being made.  The hold-up is due to supply 
issues.   

• Video-recording update: Brooks noted that 
supply issues continue to delay action.   

• Email Vote 8.1.-8.2.22: Vestry members 
acknowledged that there was an email vote 
taken: 1) to add John Bowen to 

Continued on Page 9 
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NBT accounts as signatory, and 2) to name 
Brooks Cato and John Bowen only on 
discretionary funds. 

• Annual Audit:  The Annual Audit for 2021 was 
presented.  John Bowed noted that only a few 
recommendations had been made, and these 
had been addressed.  John Orr asked whether 
Budget & Finance had been looking at ways to 
back up their computers regularly.  John 
Bowen responded that data is “always being 
saved.”  Both computers are completely 
backed up once per month.  On a related issue, 
Debbie Barker brought up the point that every 
seven years the parish needed to do a CPA 
audit and that this is coming up soon, within 
the next 1-2 years, so the vestry needs to be 
looking ahead to this.  John Orr moved that the 
audit be approved; Hannah McClennen 
seconded the motion; the motion was approved 
by the entire vestry.     

• Land Sale:  Brooks Cato explained that 
because the land on Hill Road is held in trust 
there are complexities in the sale process.  To 
begin, the vestry needs to approve the sale.  
The assessment is $75,000.  John Orr asked 
whether this amount seemed appropriate.  
Brooks responded that this did seem 
appropriate and that the parish could put 
whatever price on the property that it wished.  
John Orr then asked whether this could be 
placed on the agenda for the diocesan standing 
committee for September.  Brooks thought that 
this would be the case.  John Orr then asked 
whether the timing seemed right or whether the 
parish should perhaps wait to place the land on 
the market.  Brooks responded that it did seem 
right to place the land on the market now.  The 
funds can be used to address the Buildings 
needs, and the listing could be higher than the 
assessment.  He then added that we are assisted 
by Jane Welsh in this process whose expertise 
in real estate law is very helpful.  The vestry 
took the first step to put the land on Hill Road 
up for sale by passing the following resolution: 
“Be it resolved, that on August 28, 2022, the 
Vestry and Wardens of St. Thomas’ Episcopal 
Church authorized the Clerk, Susan Cerasano, 
to make the application for the Consent To 
Place Church Owned Real Property on the 
Market on behalf of this elected body.”  
Hannah McClennen moved that the motion be 
approved; Debbie Barker seconded.  The 

motion carried.  There was a second motion 
presented, to approve the parish application for 
consent to place church owned real property on 
the market.  John Orr moved that the application 
be approved; Debbie Barker seconded it.  The 
motion carried.         
 

New Business    
• Grant:  Brooks Cato stated that St. Thomas’ had 

applied for a grant for $5400 from a fund that 
exists, for various purposes, at Emmanuel 
Church, Norwich.  The funds will cover the 
window replacements in the parish hall, the 
ceiling repair in the rectory, and some other 
minor repairs (perhaps the back steps).   

• Chalk Board Sign:  Brooks Cato and the vestry 
members extended a formal thanks to Tom 
Schmitt who made the chalk board sign that we 
now use in front of the church.  Many thanks, 
Tom, for the lovely signboard!!    

• Tuesday Coffee Shop:  Brooks Cato reported on 
a new initiative—St. Thomas’ Coffee Shop—
which seems to be getting off the ground.  It has 
been running in our parish hall for a few weeks 
now and is starting to attract persons who are 
gathering to share coffee and conversation.   

• Ukrainian Refugee Family:  Brooks Cato 
commented that businesses in town had been 
contributing gift cards and certificates so that a 
basket could be put together for the family when 
they arrive.  The Colgate Inn has also offered 
some furniture.  There is a Gonfundme page set 
up for cash donations.  The family should be 
arriving on the 15th of September.  Although this 
is not an initiative specially for St. Thomas’ 
Church, everyone is encouraged to help where 
they can.    

• Election Slate:  The slate was put forward for 
vestry consideration. Anne Perring moved that it 
be accepted; Valerie Morkevicius seconded; the 
motion carried. 

• Gratitude for Service:  Hannah and Dan, and all 
those vestry members who are circulating off 
the vestry were thanked heartily for their service 
by Brooks and continuing members. 

• Next Meeting: The Annual Meeting will take 
place on September 25, following the service.  
(If required, there could be a vestry meeting 
following the September 18th service, but it was 
not thought that this would be necessary.)         
Prayer Leader:  Brooks Cato   

Continued on Page 10 
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Prayers of the People 
as of November 1st: 

 
For those in need: Edith Allen, Melanie Chant, 
Gail Chlad, Michael Clough, Aster Dinku, Teddy 
Engle, Joan Fales, Jerry & Roseann Fitzgerald, 
Danny & Anne Foust, Francine Garrison, Lisa 
Gee and her children, Daniel Ghent, Donna 
Hayes, Marlene Houck, Ana Hsu, Wyn James, 
Danielle Jones, Debbie Knuth Klenck, Michael 
McArn, Leo McClusky, Dianne McDowell, Rob 
McKinnon, Liam Meyer, Glee Moore, Anthony 
& Vincent Pacillo, Joni Resnick, June Schaupp, 
Candace Schult, Mark, Rebecca & Francis 
Shiner, Mark Spearing, Keith Stage, Carol 
Strozyk, John Wheeler, Deb Willis, Ryan Wilson, 
Joan Winkler, Ephraim Woods, Christopher, 
David, Hailey, Janice, Kayla, Lantz & Family, 
Lee Anne, Marshall, Nancy, Nick, Oliver, 
Rebecca, Sandy, Scot, and Vicky. 
 
For the departed: Alistair Campbell, Patrick 
Johnson, Joan Thompson. 

Thanksgivings 
 

Birthdays: Beth MacKinnon (11/07), Julie 
Dudrick (11/09), Jane Welsh (11/10), Dianne 
McDowell (11/10), Christina Althaus (11/10), 
Tracy Fountain (11/15), Pamela Novak (11/17), 
Mason McDowell (11/17), Paul Schult (11/19), 
Scott Rivington (11/22), Lauren Mettler (11/24), 
Edward Boyd (11/27), Nancy Schmitt (11/28), 
Laura Schmitt (11/28), Lee Anne Miller (11/30). 

 
Wedding Anniversaries: Deborah & Thomas 
Klenck (11/27), Lee Ann Miller & James Mogle 
(11/30). 
 
Baptism Anniversaries: Caitlyn Frosh (11/01), 
Sierra Barker (11/01), Shannon Strohmeyer 
(11/01), Andrew Fountain (11/01), Jon Speer 
(11/03), Eden Hubbard (11/03), Alexander 
Linden (11/04), Vivianna Linden (11/04), 
Jaxson Keller (11/05), Autum Rhoades (11/05), 
Hayden Zahn (11/06), Isaac Hubbard (11/06), 
Mea Hubbard (11/06), Ginger Flor (11/06), 
Brooke Speer (11/14), Emily Waight (11/20), 
Leah Schmitt (11/22), Adger Williams (11/28). 

Bible Study 
 
For November, we're continuing on through 
Ezekiel and the "perplexing" texts therein. 
 
Where: Twenty-sixth book of the Old Testament  
 
What to Watch for: Back in the day, no one 
under the age of 30 was allowed to read it! 
 
References: Babylon, exile, God's covenant, and, 
believe it or not, hope!  
 
Content: There's. Just. So. Much. 
 
Lectionary: The Book of the 
Prophet Ezekiel occurs in the Lectionary very 
rarely, but it has a prominent place in the Easter 
Vigil service with the "Dry Bones" reading. 

    --Fr. Brooks  

 
There being no further business, Hannah 
McClennen moved that the meeting end.  Dan 
Schult seconded the motion.  
The meeting ended at 12:58 p.m.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Susan Cerasano, Clerk 

Continued from Page 9 



Page 11 

People in Our Parish: An 
Interview with Linda Jenks 

 
Joyful Association at St. Thomas' 

 
“I don’t believe in the word “coincidence.” 
Things happen at the right time. Linda Jenks can 
point to one such instance in the life of St. 
Thomas’, which was having Hannah and Debbie 
as our Wardens, just when we most needed their 
leadership, during the pandemic and Father 
Brooks’ medical leave. On numerous occasions, 
Linda has also found that things have happened at 
the right time in her own life, often as the answer 
to a prayer. 
 
Linda grew up in Amsterdam, New York, in St. 
Ann’s Episcopal Church downtown, a large 
congregation, which was “as low as you can be,” 
with no pomp and circumstance. They used the 
1929 prayer book and had morning prayer, two 
services a week, with Communion one Sunday a 
month. Her family lived across the street from St. 
Ann’s, where her father had a funeral home. She 
grew up alongside large Polish and Italian 
populations who were mostly Roman Catholic. 
When the Catholic kids in her class went to 
Catechism on Wednesday afternoons, they left 
behind just three out of 36 students who were 
Protestant. 
 
From the time she was in first grade, Linda knew 
she wanted to teach. Growing up, school and the 
library were her happy places. At SUNY 
Potsdam, she majored in elementary education, 
with a concentration in English. While there, she 
walked to Trinity Church, which was on an island 
in the middle of the Raquette River.   
 
When she got her first teaching job, selected from 
a group of 250 applicants, Linda moved to 
Northville, New York, on Sacandaga Lake, in the 
Adirondacks, a small rural village with an 
economy based in forestry and tourism. Northville 
is five miles from Northampton State Park, once 
New York’s largest state park. She started with 
first grade, spent a little time in third grade, then 
Kindergarten, then went on to create her school’s 
local Pre-K program, with morning and afternoon 
sessions of 18 students each. This turned out to be 
her favorite teaching assignment, which lasted for 

13 years. This was before the arrival of universal 
Pre-K, and because it was locally funded, she had 
free reign with her instruction, to get children ready 
for Kindergarten. One year, when she saw the need, 
she created a character education curriculum, 
focusing on a different concept each week, such as 
perseverance, courage, thankfulness, kindness, 
humor, and being a good friend. Her principal called 
her “Mother Superior,” because she ran a tight ship. 
Linda spent 36 years in all, teaching in the same 
small school with all grades in one building. 
 
After she retired, in 2010 she started traveling every 
week, 100 miles each way, two hours and ten 
minutes in good weather, without traffic, to 
Sherburne, to help her daughter, Gretchen, and son-
in-law, Paul, a contractor, take care of their first 
daughter, Madalyn (Maddy), followed by Wyatt, 
Eleanora (Nori), and Elizabeth. The drive was tiring, 
and while staying in her one-room apartment above 
their garage, she prayed on what to do. That is when 
she saw an investment commercial, featuring 
grandparents and their grandchildren, with the 
tagline, “Go where you are needed,” and she took it 
as a sign that she should move to Sherburne full 
time. Then, there was another answer to a prayer. 
While walking on her daughter’s street, a neighbor 
put out a for sale sign. She made an offer that was 
accepted and moved full time to Sherburne five 
years ago. 
 
Her daughter, Gretchen, was a teacher at Sherburne 
Earlville Central School for twenty years and now 
travels to 37 different schools as a behavior 
specialist, training other teachers. She thinks that her 
granddaughter, Nori, might have the teaching bug 
too. Wyatt likes to make things and may be an 
engineer. Maddy may go into healthcare; she loves 
anatomy and the respiratory system. Elizabeth has 
just started Kindergarten. Linda’s son, James, who 
writes programs for IBM, has three more of her 
grandchildren: Sophia, who has always wanted to be 
an author, Oliver, and Avery, who live in Vestal. 
Her other son, Brian, builds custom bicycles in 
Cleveland. 
 
Before she made the permanent move to Sherburne, 
on occasions when she stayed over on the weekends, 
she visited Epiphany Church, down the hill, and St. 
Thomas’, in Hamilton. She chose St. Thomas’ as her 
spiritual home because of Father Brooks, the people, 

Continued on Page 12 



It’s a Wonderful Life  
at the Earlville Opera House 

 
Get into the Christmas spirit with a radio play 
performance of It’s a Wonderful Life on 
Saturday, December 3. Our own Kerry Linden 
will reprise her role as Mary Hatch/Bailey and 
John Orr is featured as Henry Potter. 
Performances are at 2 and 7:30 p.m. at the 
Earlville Opera House. 

  
--Kerry Linden 
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and “the life.” She has found many ways to serve: 
with Friendship Inn, Parish Life, and the Altar 
Guild. She writes outreach letters, letting people 
know they are in her thoughts and prayers. She 
organized the meal train for Brooks and Becca, 
serves as a lector, and attends Thursday morning 
Bible Study. In her quiet and unassuming way, 
Linda also works behind the scenes to bring beauty 
to St. Thomas’. Currently, she is making new 
vestments, a chasuble and stole for Brooks, in time 
for All Saints, with fabric from England. 
 
Now that her youngest granddaughter, Elizabeth, 
has started Kindergarten, Linda is “free” until 3 
p.m., when she meets the bus. She takes her 
grandchildren to the library once a week. They call 
her “Grams” and so do the neighbors’ kids. Her 
volunteer work is not limited to St. Thomas’. She is 
on the board of the Sherburne Public Library and 
works at St. Malachy’s Roman Catholic Church 
food pantry once a month. Linda has been part of 
the St. Thomas’ family for four and a half years 
now. All of her service to the St. Thomas’ 
community brings her to Hamilton a few days a 
week, where every day, she says, “I’m learning 
more who I am meant to be.” 

    –Kerry Linden 

A Prayer for All Saints Day 
 
God we are surrounded by a cloud. 
Faithful witnesses who have gone before. 
Those who have loved where we would have hated. 
Those who have healed where we would have hurt. 
Those who have spoken out when we would have 
remained silent. 
God may we walk in their footsteps, 
Learning courage from their sacrifice, 
Gaining strength from their faithfulness. 
May we learn to give so that others may receive. 
May we learn to love so that others may be set free. 
May we learn to die to ourselves so that others 
might live. 
God may we join that cloud of faithful witnesses, 
Treading paths of loving obedience, 
Leaving footprints that others desire to walk in. 
God may we too lead kingdom lives, 
And walk into your ways. 
Amen. 
 

--Christine Sine, the founder and facilitator of Godspace, 
which grew out of her passion for creative spirituality,                                      

gardening and sustainability. 

It’s Time to “FALL BACK!” 
Daylight Savings Ends  
Sunday, November 6 



Where dance is for everyone! 
 
At Schmitt Sisters Dance, we believe that dance is 
a living art for everyone to experience and enjoy. 
We offer classes for all ages and skill levels. Our 
goal is to encourage self-confidence, creativity, and 
community-building through dance. We take pride 
in being available for our community and 
surrounding areas. We truly believe that dance is 
for everyone. 

DANCE SEASON 9 
 
Join us for the 2022-23 Season!  
Classes have begun, but registration is still 
OPEN through November. Classes will run 
through the end of June. The registration form, 
schedule, class descriptions, and more details 
can be found on the website, 
sites.google.com/view/schmittsistersdance 

In-person registration scheduled by appointment. 

Registration is $30. 

CONTACT US 

SchmittSistersDance@gmail.com 
315-750-6040 
Facebook.com/SchmittSistersDance 
122 North Main St. 
Sherburne, NY 
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Scripture Lesson 
 
For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is 
seen is not hope, for who hopes for what one 
already sees? But if we hope for what we do not 
see, we wait for it with patience. 
 

 --Romans 8:24-25 

Worth Repeating 
 
This Joy that I have … The world didn’t give it 
to me and the world can’t take it away. 

 
--Shirley Caesar, “This Joy I Have” 

A Prayer 
 
Creator of all living beings great and small, teach 
us to cherish your creation with your divine 
tenderness and depth. 

 
--Sojourners 

https://sites.google.com/view/schmittsistersdance
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