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The new year of the church calendar 
begins with the First Sunday of 
Advent, and with it comes a time of 
deep reflection and preparation. 
There's all sorts of things to reflect 
on and prepare for, not the least of 
which is the birth and eventual 
second coming of Christ. But 
maybe those theological and spiritual 
personalities of this new beginning 
can teach us a thing or two about 
how to live and move and have our 
being.  

 

With the world being what it is 
today, what exactly we are reflecting 
on and preparing for remains fuzzy 
and unpredictable. I couldn't tell you 
what next week will hold, and next 
month is so far away, it might as 
well be another year! In spite of all 
that uncertainty, though, we know 
what God expects us to do.  

 

Generally speaking, we're preparing 
to feed the hungry, seek justice, do 
mercy, love neighbors, welcome 
foreigners, care for the sick, promote 
the wellbeing of our communities, 
and move amid joy and conflict with 
kindness and grace. That's a tall 
order. Sometimes we can't do all of 
it, which is okay. We have to trust 
that while we do what we can, others 
are doing what they can, too. This is 
what it means to be part of a greater 
body.  

With all that is so very clearly 
broken, we're in a tough spot as one 
of our biggest celebrations grows 
on the horizon. It's the most 
wonderful time of the year, of 
course, though some of us and our 
neighbors will feel that wonder less 
as Christmas joy rings out. Whether 
it's the hungry, the homeless, 
immigrants, the poor, or anyone 
we're meant to serve, our Christmas 
story reminds us where we find 
Jesus. We don't find him in the 
halls of power; we find him in a 
feed trough in a barn in what 
amounted to a county seat. His 
family flees into another country, 
wanders without a place to rest 
their heads, and has little to their 
name. From the moment he's born, 
Jesus draws our attention to those 
in the greatest need not just by 
pointing them out but by being in 
great need himself.  

 

As a new year blooms and 
Christmas arrives, remember that. 
Whether it's the stories told by our 
scriptures or the faces we encounter 
on the sidewalk, when we're 
looking for Christ, we look to the 
bottom. We will find him there, and 
we will serve him there.  
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Nave Gazing 

 

From Mariah Carey's annual reappearance to 
trees inside the house, there's all sorts of 
traditions associated with this time of year. By 
all means, do what works for your family and 
cherish the memories you form! But if you're 
looking for a little something extra, consider 
Advent wreaths, nativity sets, and/or chalking 
the door. 
 
Advent Wreaths are easy to come by or make 
on your own. These aren't just pretty; they offer 
a daily opportunity to remember what we're up 
to as Christmas creeps closer. If you have kids, 
this is a great way to mark this quiet season 
alongside the manic glee in anticipation of 
Christmas morning. At dinner each night, light 
the appropriate candles as a household and set 
aside a couple of minutes to reflect on what this 
season of waiting means. It'll provide a chance 
for rare quiet and purposeful recentering every 
night. 
 
Have a nativity set? Put out the whole thing 
whenever you like, but set the baby and the 
Wise Men aside. Wait to put Jesus in the 
manger until sundown on Christmas Eve or 
Christmas morning, if you really want to stretch 
out the anticipation. The Wise Men should go in 
another place, like a different room, for 
example. Each day, move them a little closer to 
the rest of the set as a way to re-enact their 
journey. If you live with other people, take turns 
moving them! Do this every day until their 
arrival on January 6th.  

 
If you have kids that have toys they might like 
to add to the nativity scene, go for it! Most 
nativity sets have all kinds of figures the Bible 
doesn't say were there, but they all add 
something familiar to enrich the scene. Why 
not let your kids put their favorite dinosaur or 
stuffed animal or even dump truck right there 
alongside the Holy Family? As long as you 
don't replace Jesus, if it makes the story more 
real, more close, and more relevant to them, 
they'll love it all the more!  
 
Finally, on the evening of January 6th, you can 
"Chalk the Door," marking the end of the 
season of Christmas, the Feast of the Epiphany, 
and the beginning of a long stretch of stories 
leading us all the way to Easter. For this one, 
you'll need a piece of chalk and probably some 
warm coats. On or above the exterior entrance 
to your home, write this in chalk: 
20+C+M+B+26 The 20 and 26 refer to the 
year, the plus signs are crosses, and the letters 
allude to the traditional names of the Wise Men 
-- Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar. After 
you've written this out, say this prayer:  
"May all who come to our home this year 
rejoice to find Christ living among us; and may 
we seek and serve, in everyone we meet, that 
same Jesus who is your incarnate Word, now 
and forever. Amen." 
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Join the Conversation: 

Bible Study 

 

With Advent here and Christmas fast approaching, 
Bible Study is nearing the end of our break from 
ancient texts. We'll finish Tokens of Trust by 
Rowan Williams in the first couple of weeks in 
December. After that, we'll tackle The Lord of the 
Rings film trilogy! 
 

Coming soon: The Apocrypha, Gnostic Gospels, 
and other extra-canonical texts!!! 

Upcoming Events 
 

December 4: S’mores by St. Thomas’  

           6 PM on the Village Green 

December 7: St. Thomas’ Lessons & Carols  

             10 AM Service 

December 7: Here Comes Treble Concert 

              2 PM Park Methodist Church 

December 12: Colgate’s Lessons & Carols 

   7 PM Colgate Chapel 

December 24: 4:15 PM Carols 

   4:30 PM Christmas Eve Service 

December 25: 10 AM Christmas Simple Eucharist 
 

January 3: Epiphany Pageant Rehearsal 

        9 AM 

January 4: Epiphany Pageant 

        10 AM Service 

Coming Soon Family Nights at St. Thomas’!  

  Stay tuned for details. 

Call for Volunteers: 

S’mores at Hamilton Tree 
Lighting Event! 

 

St. Thomas' will be providing a S'mores table and a 

fire pit to roast s'mores during Hamilton’s annual 

tree lighting event! The event is December 4th at 

6:00 PM. Set up will be at 4:30 PM. We are 

looking for volunteers to help make this happen. 

We will need a couple folks to hand out s'mores 

ingredients, help with the roasting, and also 

maintain the fire pit. If you are interrested please 

reach out to Leah in the office 

stchurch@cnymail.com. Thank you! 

Church Cookbook 

 

We are excited to get back to arranging a St. 

Thomas’ Episcopal Church Cookbook. We are 

compiling all of the recipes we have received for 

this wonderful creation. Additionally, there are 

coloring sheets available for any youth members to 

color and send back. We'll also incorporate their 

creations into our cookbook design!  

Scripture Lesson 

 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

—Romans 15:13 

mailto:stchurch@cnymail.com
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Reflections on the Madison 
Lane Trail in Hamilton 

 

  The highest heavens belong to the Lord, 
but the earth He has given to mankind.”  

– Psalm 115:16  
 

 As climate change bears down us, I am 
aware that the beautiful natural spaces and 
living creatures in my community may be 
diminished in the future. Perhaps the robin—
which I take for granted as ubiquitous, could 
one day become scarce. Already moths, 
butterflies and bats no longer fill the summer 
skies in our backyards. Yet God is still here. 
And we must heed urgently God’s call to 
increase our stewardship of the natural world.  

  

 
 Every Sunday we pray the Nicene 
Creed. The words “the maker of heaven and 
earth, seen and the unseen” especially resonate 
with me. As I walk in silence on the path behind 
Madison Lane and Payne Creek marsh, I open 
all my senses and meditate on our place within 
the universe. The path traverses an incredibly 
diverse ecosystem - a stand of pine, an old apple 
orchard, grassy meadows, creeks, small ponds 
and wetlands. Animals and flora are abundant, 
busy navigating the grand circle of life.  
  During our long Hamilton winters, 
feathers, tracks and bones in the snow reveal a 
lively world filled with fox, deer, voles, 
muskrat, mice, turkeys, hawks and owls. Frogs 
and turtles lie deep in the mud. The seen and the 
unseen. The breath of God in the rustle of trees 
and reeds.    

 
 
 
 

 In recent years, a beaver family has made its 
home in the wetlands! But their design work has 
rendered a significant portion of the Madison Lane 
path impassable due to flooding. In instances like 
this, many landowners choose to trap and remove 
the beavers. But beavers are profoundly important 
to a healthy ecosystem. Their complex built 
communities store water, create wildlife habitat, 
grow nutrient rich food, filter and cleanse water, 
and more. Beaver restoration projects are now being 
implemented throughout the US to protect 
lands from climate change damage. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Fortunately, through the generosity of its 
Good Neighbor Grant Program, St. Thomas has 
stepped up as a steward to restore the path — which 
was originally created by Sue Bauman, the first 
Director of Madison Lane. With the grant, current 
Director Sami Martinez and a skilled volunteer crew 
are constructing an elevated walkway above the 
flooded area. We will once again be able to spend 
time walking through this oasis of nature, and 
hopefully spot the beavers at work.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note:  If you’d like to learn more about beavers and 
their central role in shaping healthy ecosystems, 
check out the terrific book  “Beaver Land: How One 
Weird Rodent Made America”  by Leila Phillip, a 
former English professor at Colgate. 
 

—Kate Lucey and Emily Hutton-Hughes 
 

Photo credit: Kate Lucey, Emily Hutton-Hughes, Nate 
Zombek, and Susan Bauman  
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December Thanksgivings 
 

Birthdays:  

Barbara Hicks (12/02), Brooke Speer (12/04), 
Rhea Muller (12/07), Sally Brackett (12/10), 
Layla Hubbard (12/11), Allen Schult (12/13), 
Debbie Barker (12/17), Steve Barker (12/17), 
Fay Cole (12/19), Lynn Staley (12/24), Gregor 
MacKinnon (12/27), Robert Maziraz (12/28), 
Madelyn Knapp (12/31). 

 

Baptism Anniversaries:  

Edward Scheinman (12/-), Lara Scott (12/01), 
Michelle Coluzzi (12/02), Daniel Jerome (12/03), 
Rebecca Hubbard (12/13), Thomas Brackett 
(12/22), Susan Trueworthy (12/24), Laura 
Schmitt (12/24), Susan Cerasano (12/27), Helen 
Kebabian (12/27).  

 

Marriage Anniversaries: 

George Weaver & Robert Maziarz (12/14), Abby 
Palko & John Hayden (12/18), Michael & Dee 
Keller (12/31). 

 

 

January Thanksgivings 

 

Birthdays:  

Stanley Dakosty (01/02), Bruce Rivington 
(01/05), Marilyn Crockett Douglas (01/07), 
Simon Williams (01/07), Jane Scheinman 
(01/09), Shannon Strohmeyer (01/09), Kennedy 
Gilgan (01/10), Janice Frutiger (01/13), Jana 
Laxa (01/14), Sena Etefa (01/16), Linda Jenks 
(01/17), Taylor McDowell (01/20), Millie 
Franklin (01/22), Morgan Davies (01/23), 
Madison DeAngelis (01/24), Laura Trueworthy 
(01/29), Brian Rivington (01/31).  

 

Baptism Anniversaries:  

Susannah Davies (01/19), Lucien Catania 
(01/03), Debbie Barker (01/04), April Stevens 
(01/10), Anna Owens (01/10), Samuel Owens 
(01/10), Layla Hubbard (01/11), Jamie Rivington 
(01/12), Rocco Catania (01/18), Kristen 
Meadows (01/29). 

Prayers of the People 

as of November 25th 

 

For those in need:  
Judy Azud, Danielle Bikowsky, Holly Crouch, 
Nan Dietrich, Aster Dinku, Joan Fales, Lee 
Foreman, Marcia Gaige, Lisa Gee & her 
children, Laura Ginter, Kaia Harding, Amanda 
Harlan, Michelle Heavner, Mike Hicks, David 
Hughes, Kathy Hynes, Julie Johnson, Barb 
Kershaw, Pat Osowski, Diny Rupp, Joe Rupp, 
Patricia Tayntor, Paula Tayntor, Marilyn Thie, 
Tom Tomsik, Lisa Trivedi, Ed Vantine, Becky 
Vinopal, Christine Watkins, Wanda Warren 
Berry, Amy Williams, Deb Willis, Shirley W., 
the Blum Family, Ellen Lamphier & her family, 
Sarah & her family, Joyce & Eddie, Jerry & 
Roseann Fitzgerald, Anthony & Vincent Pacillo, 
Terry & Chuck, Adam, Aurora, David, Jan, 
David, Janice, Kate, Kim, Kristi, Lynn, 
Margaret, Micaela, Michael, Nick, Paula, Rick, 
and Scot. 

Free Coffee 
 

St. Thomas’ has free coffee in the Parish Hall 
every Tuesday, 9:00-11:00 am. Stay and enjoy a 
cup or take one to go! Open to the community. 
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Brooks Cato began by welcoming the new vestry 
members. He explained the administrative 

structure of the church and what each component 
part is responsible for doing. He also thanked the 
ongoing vestry members for their continued 
service. Brooks commented that there is 
wonderful “community” at St. Thomas’ and he is 
looking forward to another year with the parish. 

 

Wardens’ Report 

Jane Welsh seconded the sense that St. Thomas’ 
is blessed with a sense of positive community 
spirit. On another topic, she reminded vestry 
members that if something is “in the air,” or if 
vestry members see an issue developing, they 
should approach her or the Junior Warden, 
Debbie Barker. Debbie Barker agreed, noting that 
she is looking forward to working together, this 
year and next. 

 

Commission Reports 

• Rectory Building Project: John Orr offered an 
update, together with a review of previous 
commission actions on the rectory renovation 
project. He ended by stating that he is looking 
forward to working with some specific 
contractors as the colder weather sets in and 
renovations can commence on the inside of 
the rectory. Brooks has reached out to a few 
contractors to begin the bidding process. 

• Outreach Commission: Brooks Cato was 
pleased to report that Erin Loranty has agreed 
to be the next Chair of the Outreach 
Commission. 

Old Business 

• Directory: Brooks Cato reported that our 
current photographic services group can only 
return in January, 2026, to finish the job. He 
was wondering how the vestry wished to 
proceed. Do we want to wait for them? Enlist 
the services of another group, perhaps Vantine 
Studios? Discussion led to the conclusion that 
perhaps we can purchase the photos that have 
already been taken and then move on with 
another group that can finish the work more 
quickly. Brooks stated that, as a first step, he 
will look into whether the photos that have 

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church 

Vestry Minutes 

October 26, 2025 
  

Present: Debbie Barker, Martha Berry, Brooks 
Cato (presiding), Connie Harsh, Kate Hooks, 

Kerry Linden, Mike Loranty, Rose Novak, John 
Orr, Jane Welsh 

Absent: Valerie Morkevicius, Ellie Weyter 

Zoom: John Bowen 

 

Call to Order 

The meeting began at 11:47 a.m. in the parish 
hall. Brooks Cato opened the meeting with a 
prayer. 

Clerk’s Report 

The minutes of the August 25 th vestry meeting 
were approved as submitted in final draft. 

Approval was moved by Debbie Barker; 
seconded by Martha Berry. 

Treasurer’s Report 

At the meeting, due to poor Zoom connection, 
Brooks Cato walked the vestry members through 

the Report and the Balance Sheet in order to 
make certain that new members had a clear sense 
of how the Treasurer conveys information to the 
parish. Jane Welsh moved that the Report be 

received; Martha Berry seconded this motion. 
The vestry voted unanimously to receive the 
Report. 

From a later email communication with the Clerk 
John Bowen added: “[If the Zoom connection had 
worked properly] I would have concluded by 
saying finances remain stable and we should 
finish the year close to our projected budget for 
2025.” 

 

Rector’s Report 

Continued on Page 7 
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already been taken can be recovered. 

• Ministry Fair: Brooks Cato stated that Ministry 
Fair had been a real success. More parishioners 
are now stepping forward to help out with 
various tasks. The Altar Guild was especially 
pleased to have recruited a few more folks. Also, 
Parish Life has recruited more help. 

• Memorial Garden Stonework: Brooks Cato 
reported that the work on the walkway is 
finished and it looks lovely. 

• Spanish Classes: Brooks Cato informed vestry 
members that there are 5-6 students already, so 
the course seems to be taking off. It meets every 
Wednesday from 5:15- 6:15 pm. It is free and all 
are welcome. 

• Highlights of Diocesan Convention, 2025: John 
Orr offered an overview of the recent Diocesan 
Convention held at Christ Church, Binghamton. 
First, John outlined the four resolutions that were 
voted on, including the cost-of-living increase 
for clergy, the increased rates that will be paid to 
supply clergy in the future, and the resolution to 
honor the new Archbishop of Canterbury, Sarah 
Mullally. Second, John reviewed the comments 
made by the Very Rev. Ian Markham, Dean and 
President of Virginia Seminary, who was the 
featured speaker at the conference. Finally, John 
reviewed one resolution of controversy, which 
allows for lay leadership in the Dean of the 
District position. The Diocese also proposed to 
alter the title from “Dean of the District” to 
“District Leader.” There were no difficulties 
concerning a lay person occupying the position, 
which has traditionally been held by clergy; 
however, there was some question regarding the 
future outlines of the position. Additionally, 
there was some sense that there is no reason to 
change the title. The resolution passed, John 
stated, but with some significant dissention. 

New Business 

• 2026 Draft Budget & Stewardship: Brooks Cato 
reminded the vestry that a new budget must be 
passed before the end of 2025. He reviewed 
some significant items (for instance, the 
Diocesan Assessment and the reason as to why 
the “Pledge Income” was left blank in the draft) 
and noted items that might not be immediately 
obvious to new vestry members. Brooks then 
noted that the updated Draft Budget will be 
presented at the November meeting. Connie 

Harsh asked how the costs for utilities are 
estimated. Brooks Cato responded that 
Budget & Finance uses a calculation which 
considers the costs of the past several years, 
as well as information that they might 
receive predicting the costs of specific 
utilities for the year to come. Executive 
Session Jane Welsh moved that the vestry 
enter Executive Session; Debbie Barker 
seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
When the discussion ended, Martha Berry 
moved that the vestry return to regular 
session; Debbie Barker seconded this. The 
motion carried. 

Announcements 

• Announcements: Announcements were 
made, including the fact that Fr. Brooks 
would be out of the office during the 
following week in order to get a few days 
away to visit friends. 

• Next meeting: The next vestry meeting is set 
for November 23rd. 

• Prayer Leader: Debbie Barker offered to 
lead prayer at the opening of the next 
meeting. 

Martha Berry moved to end the meeting; Debbie 
Barker seconded the motion. The meeting ended 
at 1:32 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Susan Cerasano, Clerk 

Continued from Page 6 

A Prayer 

 

God, bring us to a place of mutual 
understanding and care, so that our sincere 
efforts lead to the common good. 

—Sojourners 
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Sermon for the Twenty-Third 
Sunday After Pentecost:  

2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

The Rev. Brooks Cato 

November 16, 2025 

 

I wanna dig a little at that bit from Second 
Thessalonians, the bit that says, “anyone who is 
unwilling to work should not eat.” It’s tempting to 
think that means exactly what it sounds like: you 
don’t work, you don’t eat. It was true two thousand 
years ago; it must be true now. Maybe, but context 
matters. If I say “my batteries are dead,” you know 
what I mean, right? But do you? What does “my 
batteries are dead” mean if I’m up in the pulpit 
with my microphone, or standing in a field holding 
a power tool, or if I don’t want to fix the remote 
and get off the couch, or if I just woke up from a 
nap and still feel tired? Maybe it’s burnout, maybe 
it’s a shopping list, maybe it’s car trouble. See 
what I mean? Context matters. 

So, this is the second letter to the church in 
Thessalonica, and back then, mostly you only got 
these kinds of letters if your church was doin’ 
something wrong. You really don’t want a book of 
the Bible named after your church. Something’s up 
in Thessalonica that isn’t up elsewhere. Somehow, 
for some reason, a rumor spread among the 
Thessalonians that the much-anticipated return of 
Jesus had already happened, and that was great! 
But since Jesus’s already come back (so they 
thought) that means the world’s saved and Jesus’s 
out there fixing what’s broken. And since Jesus 
was so capable, he didn’t need little ol’ humans 
gettin’ in his way. So, because Jesus had 
everything under control, some Thessalonians 
stayed with the church but quit doing the church’s 
work. And remember, according to the Book of 
Acts, Christians held all things in common. They 
pooled their resources, including their food. The 
whole Christian community shared the 
responsibilities and the benefits of being part of the 
Body of Christ. That’s who this letter’s addressed 
to, those who’d stopped doing the work of 
Christianity but kept on eating like they’d been 
busy. They would’ve known this was directed 
directly at them; it had their name on it. Your 
church needs to fix your church’s problem. And 
the best way to fix that problem is to return to the 
tradition of working in Christian service.  

But Christianity grew, and as it did local 
practice faced a standardizing cohesiveness. Early 
church writers had to figure out how to make 
contextual texts more widely relevant while also 
emphasizing the importance of compassion. So, we 
see folks like the impeccably named Ambrosiaster 
argue in the 300s that it’d be better to understand the 
passage in reverse: “if someone refuses to eat then 
he does not have to work because no one can live 
without food.” That changes the meaning, but that’s 
the point; don’t use this letter to get out of helping. 
In support of Ambrosiaster, in the 400s Augustine 
of Hippo encouraged readers to be careful “lest they 
interpret [this phrase] with a view against Paul’s 
charity.” Also in the 400s, John Chrysostom said 
(and this one’s kinda long), “many are often overly 
intrusive in their investigation of the needy. They 
examine their lineage, life, habits, vocation, and the 
vigor of their body. They make complaints and 
demand immense public scrutiny for their health. … 
During the frost and the cold, for someone to 
become such a savage and inhuman judge and not 
impart any forgiveness to the unemployed, does this 
not involve extreme cruelty? … We criticize them 
for their laziness. However, we too often do things 
which are more grievous than any laziness. … This 
is indeed a thing especially proper for a Christian, 
not to seek his own welfare, but the welfare of 
others. As, then, the bee travels across the meadows 
that she may prepare a banquet for another, so also 
you do likewise. And if you have accumulated 
wealth, spend it on others.” 

It’s wild to me that whether or not hungry 
people should have access to food is a debate, but 
here we are. And it’s wild we have to debate the 
importance of context in reading scripture. Some 
Bible readers understand the importance of things 
like context or genre for other things but refuse to 
grant that importance to scripture. But come on, 
really, how much damage could generalizing a piece 
of scripture outside of its context really do? How 
much, indeed. A couple of examples ought to make 
exactly how much clear. “He who does not work, 
neither shall he eat.” Sound familiar? With the 
exception of a slight difference in translation, that’s 
Thessalonians pulled out of context. And that 
particular wording (in Russian, mind you) was an 
explicit tenet of Leninism. Initially it was aimed at 
the fat cats who lived off the work of the poor, but 
that flipped around soon enough, and in time, the 
same verse was deployed with particularly harsh 
consequences in the middle of a famine and then got 

Continued on Page 7 
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codified in the Soviet Union’s constitution under 
Stalin. That’s the kind of savage and inhuman 
cruelty we’re talking about. Lest you get the 
impression that the Soviets were the only ones 
generalizing that concept to detestable effect, 
there’s a similar line that probably rings a few 
more bells. In a mishmash of this verse from 
Second Thessalonians and a perversion of John 8, 
the Nazis used the phrase “Work will set you free,” 
and that phrase framed the entrances to Auschwitz, 
Dachau, and several other concentration camps -- 
savage and inhuman cruelty justified by an out of 
context jumble of Christ’s own words.  

Apropos of nothing, did y’all know that the 
rate of fraud for SNAP benefits is a whopping one-
third of one percent? That’s 99.7% of folks doing it 
right. In a room with a hundred SNAP recipients, 
less than one person would be the problem. Also 
apropos of nothing, immigrants are roughly half as 
likely to be on any kind of welfare. For what it’s 
worth, if the spectre of the dreaded Welfare 
Queen’s hovering over this conversation, I 
encourage y’all to look up where that story came 
from. Suffice it to say that the entire myth of 
widespread abuses of aid structures was based on a 
single person’s wrongdoing. One. Anyway, my 
apologies for the totally, 100%, completely 
unrelated tangent there.  

I know this is going to sound crazy, but 
when it comes to feeding people, I kinda think we 
should feed people, no questions asked. That’s 
what we do on Monday nights. That’s what we do 
after church on Sundays. That’s what we do when 
people come looking for help with groceries. I 
know there’s a slim chance someone might get to 
eat that doesn’t really need it, but I don’t care. I 
don’t. If you’re hungry, you oughtta be able to 
count on Christians to feed you. It’s not about what 
you’ve earned. It’s about me showing you that I 
care if you survive to tomorrow. Y’all, I’m weary. 
Maybe you are, too? I’m weary of trying to 
convince people that compassion is a Christian 
virtue. But take heart. When we feed the hungry, 
when we clothe the poor, when we care for the 
sick, visit the imprisoned, welcome the foreigner, 
when we do these things, we do them to the 
entirety of the Body of Christ, serving him through 
each other.  

All that to say, I’m beginning to understand 
why the Thessalonians needed this corrective: 
they’d gotten so complacent that some of them 
stopped feeding those who needed it; why should 

Continued from Page 6 

On the Lighter Side 

Christians eat while others starved? Every Christian 
church, St. Thomas’ included, needs to remember 
this. We don’t judge the poor. We work for them. If 
we’re not working for them, we aren’t working for 
Christ. And if we’re not working for Christ, what 
right do we have to call ourselves Christian? We 
don’t get to judge those in need. And it’s not their 
work that sets them free. It’s truth. Truth will set 
them free, and that truth means that we will have 
compassion, that we will work for them, that we 
will feed them, love them, and support them. We 
don’t help the poor simply because they get us 
closer to Christ. And we really shouldn’t help 
simply because our scriptures tell us to. We should 
help because the person standing in front of us is a 
human being, and the loss of any soul we could’ve 
given aid to is a loss of a human life. I don’t care 
what they’ve earned. “Earned,” as you’ve heard me 
say before, “earned” isn’t really on Jesus’ mind. 
Need is. Humanity is. Compassion is. And that’s 
not just Christian. That’s basic human decency. 
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Looking for Contributors 

 
Interested in adding something to our monthly 
newsletter? We're looking for contributors to 
spice up Tidings and add some variety! Pictures, 
poems, articles, book reviews, insights -- 
anything that's brought you closer to God.  
Please make submissions to the Church Office 
by the 20th of each month, and we'll consider 
them for publication. 

Coffee Hour Host 
 

If you would like to host a Sunday Coffee 
Hour, there is a sign-up sheet in the Parish 
Hall. Parish Life can make the coffee or teach 
you how to, and you can bring some goodies! 
If you have any questions, please reach out to 
Linda Jenks  
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AA Meetings in Hamilton 

TIME NAME LOCATION / GROUP 
ADDRESS /  

PLATFORM 
REGION 

Monday,  

7:00 PM 
Hamilton on the Green 

Hamilton on the Green 

First Baptist Church 

First Baptist Church 

27 Broad Street 
Hamilton 

Wednesday, 

7:00 PM 
Colgate University Shaw Wellness Institute 113 Broad Street Hamilton 

Friday, 

7:00 PM 
Hamilton on the Green 

Hamilton on the Green 

First Baptist Church 

27 Broad Street Hamilton 

Make an Online Donation 
 

You can make a donation to our parish online 
with the link below. You will receive an email 
confirmation of your gift, and the Diocese will 
forward your gift and contact information to our 
parish for acknowledgment.  

https://cnyepiscopal.org/give/give-to-my-parish/ 

When you go to the link above, you will fill out 
the donation form. In the Parish section, select 
“Hamilton: St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church” and in 
the “gift note/designation” line be sure to type 
pledge or wherever you’d like your donation to 
apply. 

Flowers for the Altar 

 

Just a reminder that if you would like to honor or 
remember a loved one with flowers on the altar, 
you can do that by making a donation to the 
Flower Guild ($35 is recommended). Write a 
check to St. Thomas’ Church and in the memo 
write Altar Flowers. Envelopes for flower 
donations are provided in the pews. You may 
either place the envelope in the collection plate 
during the Sunday morning service or mail or 
drop off your check in the Parish Office no later 
than the Wednesday prior to the Sunday you want 
your loved one honored or remembered so that the 
name(s) can be included in the bulletin. You can 
also fill in a date on the flower calendar in the 
Parish Hall. 

Thank you. 

 

—Rose Novak & Jana Laxa for the Flower Guild 

https://alcoholicsanonymous.com/aa-meeting/hamilton-on-the-green/
https://alcoholicsanonymous.com/aa-meeting/hamilton-on-the-green/
https://alcoholicsanonymous.com/aa-meeting/hamilton-on-the-green/
https://alcoholicsanonymous.com/aa-meeting/hamilton-on-the-green/
https://cnyepiscopal.org/give/give-to-my-parish/
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St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church                
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